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e MalefaQtor, that was Execited 4 Tyburn, on Midday 
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= mo p 0 * : 
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the dt of April, 1 723. 500 1 OG 
| F F e er 811 
T the NN C'sCommiffion of the Peace, and Oyer, and Terminen, 
; which began at Juſbice- Hull in the OlhRaylr, on Wade ſday, the 
X. 2th of February laſt ; before the Right Honourable Sir Gerard 
Conyers, Knt. Lord Mayor of the Cityof London, the Hon. Mr. Juſtice Pomis, 
Mr. Juſtice Denton, Mr. Baron Gilbirr; Fan Raly, Eſq, Deputy-Re- 
corder, and ſeveral of his MaJjrsTy's Juſtices of the Peace for the City 
ot London and County of Middlefex ; Three Men receiv'd Sentence Beath, 
of vis. William. Burks, William Summersfield and Thomas Froft.+ Ihe two 
Laſt of theſe receiving His MaJjesTY's Reprieve, in order to «ber be- 
tranſported to: ſome of the Plantations beyond: the Seas, the F irſt of 
them was left fbr Execution. |. STE 0rrt 
DURING thei rme that William Enrks: lay under Condemnation. 
he ever once abſented from the Prayers in” the Chappel, being well 
alured, that he ſhould ſuffer Death; which put him ſeriouſly upon 
preparing for his Departure into another World; without delaying the 
ume and flat tering himſelf with:abſurd Notions of à Pardon or Re- 


prieve;as is always the Mariner of Per'ons under Sentence of Death, 
ll the Warrant for Execution is ſent to the Priſon, and they are ac- 


quainted with the certainty of their Fate: And then it is that they 
begin to be ſerious, and to conſider that they are entering into the Pre - 
lence of the eternal Soveraign and Creator of the Univerſe; Jo dih- 
cult is it for them to entertain Thoughts of another Life, till che 
Magiſtrates are ſo kind to them as to ſatisfy them there is no poſſibility 
of their continuing in this, 191 t „ede 


— 


BUT 


Yay 


. 


EY 


-BUT this MalefaGor, as he appear'd to Read the beſt of thoſe un. 
der Condemnation, frequently affirm'd to me that he excited *em conſtant- 
ly to riſe and worihip God; ſometimes reading the Scriptures, at 
Sher tines the Prayers of the Church, or thoſe contained in other 
11 aus Books taking enty id wuch ſleep, as Nature required, and 
Frites 8 id, to. putſus their Devotigns, that they might not be gc- 
pupted, flick in the. fight of God, ö eiligen bf, N of. the 
t 
A 81 | tine before the Nrecut ich of this. P7 one, J endeavoured 
Heinſtroct Him from che following Werds = 
He every One that thirſteth, Coms ze to the Waters; and he that 
hath no Money, come ye, buy and eat, yea come, buy Wine and Milk, with. 
out Money and without Price. Iſa. 55. Chap, Ver. 1ſt. 


” 
4 
* * 
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f FROM the Words, we endeavoured in the firſt Place, to conſider, | 
the Iryitajion, That it was made by no leſs that the Soveraign Monatch 
of Heaven and Earth, by the Mouth of his Sax Prophet, the God of 


. 
o 


Heaven, wWuchſafing ſo much to regard frail Mankind, as to ſtoop don 
i bis/Manſions of Happineſs, to requeſt and call upon the Sons of 

en, to accept of Crowns of Glory, and Immortality, eternal Life, 
So that whoſoever flights God and Chrift, now inviting them "to! be 
Happy, muſt call themſelves Ungrateful now, nor can ask Pity for 
therr Souls thereafter, when placed befort the Judgment Seat of Jeſus 
Ghriſt ; rho' our Saviour in the Parable, ſays, that ſome, being ex- 
cluded from eternal Happineſs, ſhall knock at the Door, and fay Lord, 
Ford, open tous, adding farther, e have eaten and drank in thy Pre- 
fence,” ani thou haſt taught in our Streets, Luke 13. 29, Oc. 


SECOND'LY, We confider'd the unlimitedneſs of the Invitati- 
on, every One that thinketh, come ye to the Waters, Oc. So that he, and 
every Sinner, how long, vr how greatly ſoever they had offended, were 
not excluded from the Mercies of God; as the Propbet faith, If their 
Sins were of Scarlet, they ſhould become. white as Snow; if red ds 
.Crimfon, they ſhould be as Wool. Wherefore, as Preſumption mult be 
diſpleafing, to the Creator, whoſe Juſtice is infinite as well as his Mer- 
© , lo Diſpair muſt be an Affront to God Almighty, who has ſworn 
by humfelf, alive ſaith the Lord, I defire not the Death of a Sinner, 

but that he ſhould return from his Sins and be ſaved. For which it ap- 
pear'd that we are not to pretend to open the Door of Heaven to ſome, 
and ſo {but it againſt others, arreſting the Almighty Arm of God, and 
ſaying Mwith the ''Predeſtinarians) thus far ſhall his Mercy reach, and 
here ſhalt his gracious Hand be ſtayed; his Mercy being over all his 
Works, Wrongly therefore do ſome Perſons pretend to blame Provi- 
dence and.the Creator for the badneſs of their Inclinations, as it is in 
their deprav'd. Diſpoſitions, and to refuſe the Evi and to chuſe the 
Good. Wherefore, Priſoners eſpecially, and thoſe in Calamity, inſtead 
of tinding out vain and frivolous Excuſes for Ideleneſs and 2 

| {hau 
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ould rather ſet themſelves ſeriouſly about their Duty, and-as Chriſt 
ſays, firive to enter in at the ftrait Gate. N 


THIRDLY, we conſider'd the ſubſequent Words, Yea, come, buy 
Vine and Milk without Money, and without Price, Tho' we cannot 
pretend to Merit and acquire Heaven, by any Performances of our own, 
having added to original Sin, many actual Tranſgreſſions, yet we muſt 
endeavour, as far as in us lies, to perfect Holineſs in the fear of God: 
since we are ſanctifyd by Morality, as by Faith we are Juſtified : 
Nor cin real Faith be without Virtue; all other Faith being a falſe and 
pretended Faith. For which Cauſe tho' the Perſon under Condemna- 
tion eſpecially, was to be inſtant and earneſt in his Duty, and ſedalous 
in his Devotions, making a kind of Attonement for the badneſs of his 
Life, by bis good Behaviour at the Time of his Death; yet was the 
not torclye,,or depend upon any ſuch performances as Meritorious, or 
proper to obtain; him Heaven; but at the Hour of Death, muſt lay 
them aſide, reſting and depending of the meritorious Sufferingsicof his 
S1viour. ; that the ſtains of his Sins may be done away, and the Hand- 
writing of Ordinances that was againſt him way be blotted! out, thro' 
the Blood of that immaculate Lamb that was ſlain: from the Founda- 
tion of the World. vent [ O „1 411 


FOURT HLY, We endeavour'd to direct the Man under Condem- 
nation, how he was to hehave himſelf, under the greateſt Tryal that 
can happen to any Man, to wit, in the laſt Moments of Life, 
when Death and Eternity appear immediately before him, and he is 
entering into the Preſence, of God and Chriſt, and the Holy Angels, 
together with all the great and good Men that ever lived in this World. 


To the Inſtructions that were given him, he ſeem'd to attend, with a 

good dea! of ſeriouſneſs; and altho' fome times his Relations or Ac- 
uaintance would be whiſpering to him, of their own Concerns, he 
fem'd to decline and avoid them, as much as poffible ; prefling the 
Affairs that related to his Soul, befyre' thoſe Temporal ones which 
concern'd his Body. And for one thing, he was to be particularly 
commended ;' inaſmuch as a certain Perſon put him in Mind, that as 
he lay ſo long in the deplorbale condition of Condemnation, he had a 
fair Opportunity of conſidering ways and means to make his eſcape; he 
declin'd the Offers of his Acquaintance, and declar'd to him, he had 
w'd to much Violence already, nor intended to uſe any more; nei- 
ther would he eſcape if it was in his Power, at the Expence of ſhed- 
ding the Blood of Innocent Perſons, and adding to his fomer Offences 
the crying Sin of Wilful and deliberate Murther. e 


The Account given me by this Priſoner, during Phe time that 


be lay under Sentence of Death, .' , 


WILLIAM BURK, of St. Dunſla's Steprey, was indicted, for 
that he, about 7 o'Clock at Night, on the Eleventh of February . 


did aſſault William Fitzer in the firſt Field from Stepuey, near the Pg 
Lane ; where with a large Hedging Bill catting him over the Head, kk 
told him he inuſt have his Coat, and took his Jacket, Tobacco Box, Kn f. 


"and Fork, &c. Ir farther appear'd upon Evidence, Thar Felen Andres 


and. Robert his Son, going the {ame Night over the ſame Field, were 
arack'd by the fame Man, who chop'd dowh the Father, but the Sog 
thinking his Father KiIPd, leàp'd upon the Aſſdölter, and firving catch q 
up his Father's Stick, *bruiz'd the Robber,” and afterward, cloſing in 
with him, drove him up againſt a Bank, till Jeremiah Perkins, bearing 
the Clamour, went up to his Aſſiſtance, and the Robber was appre. 
hended. He was allo indicted for Aiſwiring James Weſtwood, near the 
fame Place, and taking fron him a Coat, value 85. a Rule value 14. 
abd 10 5s. in Silver, about 7 o'Clock at Night, on the gth of February 
aft, it àppear'd. that rhe Proſecutor retuffipg from his Work, wis 
ſtop'd by the Priſoner, who caught hold of his Collar, nd holding the 
Chopping-Bill over his Head, tock his Menty6f his Pocket; then 
bad him pull off his Frock, which he did, and told him Fe was a poor 
Man and it was hard to take his Frock; whereapon the Priſoner bid him 
make haſt, that he knew him, and if he look'd but once back he would 


loſe his Life ; for it ſeems this Malefactor teld thoſe whom he rob'd 


that he had five Companions lurking about the Fields, ready to affilt 
him in caſe of need; tho' he had no one but himſelt, as he has ſince ſaid, 
The Matter appearing to the Fury very plain and evident againſt him, 
he was found Guilty of the Indictments, and condemn'd accordingly, 

BEING frequently examin'd concerning his Former Life, he ſaid he was 
above 22 Years old, born of Parents very tender and indulgent towards 
him, but in mean Circumſtances ; for which, Reaſon he was put to the 
Charity School belonging to St. Catharine's Pariſh, and continu'd there 
for ſcveral Years, learning to read, Gc. but being of a rude unlucky 
Diſpoſition, his Maſter held a ſeverer Hand over him, he ſaid, than over 
any other Boy in the School: But that he endured, till he was about Ele- 
ver Years of Age, when after, ſome pretty ſevere Diſcipline exercisd 
towards him, he reſolv'd at any, rate to fly away; and accordingly, ga- 
ting up very early in the Morning, he put on his beſt Apparel, and 
went to the Water ſide, but could not for ſeveral Hours meet with any 
that offer'd it ſelf, till at length he met with) one [who carried hin 
to a Captain who wanteda Boy to wait upon him, and hired him im- 
mediately, and carry'd him down, to the Buoy in the Nore, and put hin 
into his Ship, where he lay a Fortnight. But in the mean time, his 
Mother being half diſtracted for the Loſs of him, had heard where be 
was z and travelling to him, by Violence would have borne him home 

again, had ſhe not been interrupted, and he ſecur'd there acccording to 
his own Inclinations  _ 

So that ſetting out from the Buy in the Nare, they had a good Vo 
age to Famaica, in the Salisbury, Captain Hoſier Commander of tut 
Man of War: Which Ship he ſaid took two Spaniſh Galleons, (it being 
about the latter End of Quecn Annes War with France and Spa n) of 
Engagement he was in, was of a long Continuance, and very blood 


1. C33 

te himſelf tho* a Boy, being very much hurt, as oblig'd to buſtle about 
in the warmeſt and moſt dangerons Places, during the whole time that 
the Fight continu'd, But as for the other Encounter, it was of ſmall de- 
rinent to them; for the Salisbury carry'd about 60 Guns, and the 
Hen ib Ship had 74 Braſs Guns, and 650 Men, yet the Salisbury, took 
the Galleon, after having flain a great Number of the Men, without the 
Loſs of ſo much as one Engliſhman ; But only a Woman, (who was the 
only Woman on Board the Man of War) going to peep {at the Engage- 
nent and the Nature of it, had her Head and Shoulders ſhot off, He 
14ded, that the Prize-Money that accrued to each common Salior, was 
teen Pounds; but the Officers had ſuch a Booty as made it unacceſſa- 
ry for them to expoſe themſelves any more to the Violence of the Wars 
ind Waters. | 

Remaining three Years about the Coaſts of America, he led a bad 
Life, and ſometimes the Saliors having made Appointments to play 
Tricks with the Inhabitants of the Plantations there, would employ him 
In vile Practices, which firſt learnt him to look upon Pilfering and 
hieving as ro more than merry Jokes and Jefts. He added that the 
ountry of Famnica, being full of Negro-Servants, was almoſt deſlitute 
bf White-Scrvants, ſo that, a Woman who had been tranſported from 
emgate, and was grown Rich by marrying in Jamaica, deſir'd his Ma- 
et, to let him draw Wine for her, and ſerve in the Tavern, which ſhe 
hen kept; which his Maſter complying with, he livd very happily 
here, till he play'd a Prank which his Miſtreſs could not forget, altho" 
s ſhe had promis'd him, ſhe did not inform the Captain of any Circum- 
ances thereof, | bing 
After this he was for ſome time in Mary-T and, and in the Veſſels 
ing upon the Coaſt, where, if his Maſtcr would have parted with him, 
ehad an offer of Twelve Pounds a Year, made him by a Gentleman 
ſho had a large Plantation in that Country, and keeping a Store, had 
lenty of every thing that England produces. But from thence, he 
ent to Virginia, and other Parts of America; till at length he return'd 
to England, | | | 
He ſaſd he had as much as any Man living to turn Thoughts from 
ie Love of this World; and alſo to make him read a Providence: Re- 
ting ſeveral Inſtances of Calamities and the Hardſlups that happen'd to 
Im; the ſevereſt of which was his Voyage to Guinea; to which Clime 
ey go to carry Negroes to the Iſlands and Continents upon the South-Seas: 
or after they had undergone many Dangers and Hardſhips, from the 


bin Whabitants of Guinea where ſeveral that he knew were entrap'd, and 
„ by nelly put to Death by the Natives, (he himſelf narrowly eſcaping, ) 
2 ey ſet out, in order to returning to England, but had Joſt ſeveral Sails 


d other Things belonging to the Ship, which it was impoſſible to re- 
fir in that Country, where they live like Savages upon Trapanning 
e another, and when they have gotten up a Company, ſelling them, 


, r Muſquets, Pots, Linnen, & c. But tho? in ſo bad a Condition, they 
f tut ubted not but they ſhould reach England in at moſt two Months; ha- 
veils Wks Proviſion barely for ſo long a time; but Providence ſo order'd it, 
n) 0 Nat the Violence of the Storms, and the extream bad Weather, made it 


tween 4 or 5 Months before they could reach their Native Land and 
ter into Briſtol. Inſomuch that they were oblig'd to divide the ſmall 
antity of Victuals which was to laſt each Man 48 Hours; but fo little it 
s, that they always eat it up at once, thro' extream 5 and faſted af - 
it the 48 Hours. But at length all was eaten, except a ſmall Gantity of 
- ower, 


that they were carrying from Monopotopa to America; For as they are tab 
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Flower, which was made into a kind of Liquid Pudding, and divided ont 6 
them once in four Days; but he himſelf, before he enter d Briftol, faſted tu 


or thrice no leſs than five Days together. So that ſcarce a Man beſides wine 


but vras either Dead, or ready to die; but he continu'd ſound and well. 

Another time, he ſaid, he was almoſt in equal Danger, from the Neg 
by a Prince, whoſe Kingdom reaches over two, or fometimes three Tow 
who ſurprizes them on the Banks of a River, as he goes up in the Cay; d 


Barge; being fold for Slaves, they oftentimes grow ſullen, and refuſing to «x 


or drink, die quickly; but now it happen'd, that they form'd a Conſpiraq 
among themſelves. to kill all the Ship's Company; which being diſcover 


to the Engliſh by a Negroe, they appear'd Deſperate, and taking for ar; 


whatever was in their way, endeavour'd to Deſtroy or Maim as many of the 
Maſters as might be; to the great Detrimentof the Eli, who with pig 
culty overcame them, and tyed them down in a) convenient Place, and gat 
them Puniſhment moſt ſevere, to deter others. 

He alſo ſaid, he was in the Baltick in the Worceſter Man of Var; and ſuffeſ 
Cold and great Miſeries in a Voyage to Archangel in the North of Ruß 
which Sufferings he wiſhed had arm'd his Thoughts more upon another Life 
and that from the many Wonders he ſaw on the Ocean, he had confider'd ti 
there was a great Soveraign Creator, who could fee every Action of his Lil 
and would take a Cognizauceof it. For he now ackcowledged the means 
Life that was regular and orderly, to be preferable to any Debaucheries a 
vicious Pleaſures. | FEW 3 

Be fore his Execution, as he had lain ſo long a Time, and as we had Jarg: 
and difrinctly explain'd to him the Nature and Duty of the Sacrament, | 
ſeveral Times; it was thought beft to put him upon receiving it, ſo, that 
might have at leaſt two Days, before his Execution, to put into Practice his get 
Reſolutions inſpir d by the Sacrament; and might not be hurri-d away d 
realy from Refreſhment of the Lord's Supper, to the Place of Exe-ntio 
Men being always terrify'd and ſhock'd, more or leſs, at the inſtant Sigit 
a ſhameful Death. But yet he, at fift, ſeem'd unwillin g to receive he 
crament, unleſs the Morning he was to be executed; becauſe it had been uſ 
to give it then to the Malefactors: At other times he ſaid he inten, 
not to receive it at all; being wholly unfix'd in his Thoughts. However, 
ing ask d how-he could fancy, that if his Prayers that had been offer d 
God for ſo many Weeks together, had no efficacy as to the Pardon of his $1 
he could imagine that his Prayers for only two poor Days would have any Effect? . 
being told that God looks more at the Sincerity of the Heart, than the Numbers of t 
Prayers; and that not our Performances, but tie blood of Chriſt muſt atrone for 
Sins; he readily agreed, that it was beſt for him then to receive it; nor had he nan 
the Contrary, but that fame of his Friends put him upon it. As the time of his De 
drew near, he ſeem d more and more earneſt in his Devotions; but complain d tl 
certain Perſons had endeavour d to perſuade him he ſhould be Repriv'd, which mi 
have proved fatal to bis Welfare, had he had gi ven credit to them. Being told of! 
Cxuelty of his Heart, that could induge him to daſh out any Man's Brains, and ſend | 
into another World unready and unprepared, he ſeveral times cryed in a lament: 


manner, owning that if there was any Mercy left in ſtore for him, it muſt proceed fr 
the Merits of Jeſus Ghrift his Saviour and Redeemer, 


The Speech of the Malefactor at the Place of Execution, was as follows, ui 
Good People, 

I was never concerned mm but fourRobberies, which chief Inducement was forced fin 
for the anxjous Concern which I bore tomy Wife. I defire all young Men to take Vi: 
ing by me, and nd. be concern d in Womens Company,it being the entive Ruin of me," 
had 7 took the Advice of my Loving Wife I had nat relapi d to this unhappy End: Thi 
fore I defire that my unhappy Misforitnes may be am entire Satisfattion to the Werli 

not he their Total overthrow. 

This is all the Account to be given of this MALEFACTOR, By | | 
T. PGR NET, Ordinary, and Chapii 
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